Early ultrasonographic evaluation of tumor thrombus level during sunitinib therapy for renal cell carcinoma.
A 72-year-old man presenting with a 14-cm left renal mass, an inferior vena cava (IVC) tumor thrombus, and pulmonary metastases underwent renal mass biopsy that revealed clear cell renal cell carcinoma. Because of metastases and the extent of the tumor thrombus, sunitinib was administered, which resulted in a marked reduction in the tumor thrombus (from level III to level II after 11 weeks of treatment). Ultrasonography, preceding computed tomography, showed a slight shrinkage of the tumor thrombus level in the first 2 weeks. Therefore, ultrasound may be advantageous to monitor the IVC tumor thrombus level during the early phase of targeted therapy.